
 
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
REPORT TO: Development and Conservation Control Committee 7th December 2005 

AUTHOR/S: Director of Development Services 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
S/1993/05/F - Girton 

Two external air conditioner condenser units at Unit 3, Wellbrook Court 
for Electricity Supply Nominees Ltd. 

 
Recommendation: Approval/Delegated Approval 

Date for Determination:  13th December 2005 
 

Site and Proposal 
 
1. Unit 3 is a modern, two-storey office building that fronts Girton Road.  It has a small 

single storey projection on the western elevation.  The building is one of three office 
units built in a terraced block.  They are well below the road level of Girton Road and 
have a landscaped area between the building and road, which is planted with mature 
shrubs.  On the west elevation there are currently three air-conditioning units sited 
between the single storey projection of unit 3 and an identical projection on unit two, 
to the south. 
 

2. This application, received on 18th October 2005, seeks full planning permission for 
the installation of two replacement air conditioning units.  These will be larger than 
the existing units (1.84m high compared with approximately 0.6m high). 
 
Planning History 

 
3. S/0912/01/F gave planning permission for four small air conditioning units at this site. 

 
Planning Policy 

 
4. Policy P1/3 ‘Sustainable Design in Built Development’ of the Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Structure Plan, 2003, states that a high standard of design and 
sustainability should be adopted for all new forms of development.  
 
Consultations 

 
5. Girton Parish Council objects to the proposal on grounds that the units are 

obtrusive and detrimental to the street scene, as the rear of the building is actually 
the side facing the street. 
 

6. Chief Environmental Health Officer’s comments will be reported verbally. 
 
Representations 

 
7. No representations have been received. 

 
Planning Comments – Key Issues 

 



8. The key issue in relation to this planning application is the impact of the proposed air 
conditioning condensers on the street scene. 
 

 Impact on the street scene 
 
9. The proposed units are well below street level.  Due to the screening provided by 

mature shrubs to the road frontage, the units will not be seen from the north.  They 
will be visible from the south but as vehicles are on the opposite side of the road any 
views from cars will be minimal.  Pedestrians on the pavement are more likely to 
notice the units, particularly as they are much larger than the existing units and will 
project above the window cills on the unit.  The agent is preparing amended drawings 
to include screening of the units proposed. 
 
Recommendation 

 
10. Subject to no objections being received from the Chief Environmental Health Officer, 

delegated powers are sought to approve the application subject to the receipt of 
plans detailing acceptable screening of the units and the following conditions: 

 
a. Standard Condition A – Time limited permission (Reason A); 
b. Sc51 – Landscaping (Rc51); 
c. Sc52 – Implementation of landscaping (Rc52). 

 
Reasons for Approval 

 
1. The development is considered generally to accord with the Development 

Plan and particularly the following policies: 
 

 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Structure Plan 2003: P1/3 
(Sustainable design in built development); 

 South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2004: None  
 
2. The development is not considered to be significantly detrimental to the 

following material planning considerations which have been raised during the 
consultation exercise: 

 

 Visual impact on the street scene 
 
Background Papers: the following background papers were used in the preparation of this 
report:  

 South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2004 

 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Structure Plan 2003 

 Planning file Ref. S/1993/05/F and S/0912/01/F 
 
Contact Officer:  Melissa Reynolds – Senior Planning Assistant  

Telephone: (01954) 713237 


